
FY2018 House Appropriations Passes Committee Mark-Up 

The House of Representatives Appropriations
Committee has approved the FY2018 Labor,
Health and Human Services and Education
(Labor HHS) bill. This bill funds the C.W. Bill
Young Cell Transplantation Program (Program)
and National Cord Blood Inventory (NCBI). The
overall funding for many health care programs
administered through the Health Services and
Resources Administration (HRSA), which oversees the Program and NCBI, was
lowered, and funding levels for many health care programs were cut. However, the
House maintained the FY2017 appropriation levels for both the Program and NCBI,
which is more than HRSA sought. The timing of the bill moving to the House floor for
passage remains unclear.

While the process in the Senate is moving slower, the Appropriations Committees
have begun approving spending bills as well. As of Tuesday, July 25, 2017, the
Appropriations Committee has not released the timeline for reviewing the Labor
HHS bill.

Again, we want to thank everyone who contacted his or her Members of Congress
about the importance of continued funding for the Program and NCBI. While
avoiding a cut is an important victory in this environment, we know that additional
funds will go directly towards saving more lives. For every $1 million allocated to the
Program, 10,000 potential volunteer donors can be added to the Be The Match
Registry®; and for every $1 million allocated to the NCBI, 667 cord blood units can
be added. 

 Protecting Access for Medicare Beneficiaries 

Protecting access to patient care remains our
top priority. In the last two months, you have
been asked to contact the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to fix the
way hospitals are reimbursed in the inpatient
setting for bone marrow, peripheral blood stem
cell, and cord blood transplants (stem cell
transplants). We want to thank everyone
again for providing comments during the Hospital Inpatient Prospective
Payment System (IPPS) Proposed Rule. Before the comment period closed last
month, CMS received more than 1,000 comments asking to fix the reimbursement
rates that threaten access for hundreds of Medicare beneficiaries in need of life-
saving transplant.

While we continue to work with CMS, the Congress is working to provide a
legislative fix if the Administration does not act in the final rule. We expect the IPPS
final rule to be published in early August. If introduced, this legislation would tell
CMS to align reimbursement for stem cell transplants with that of solid organ.

We will continue to monitor this issue, and in the coming months, we will ask you to
talk with your Members of Congress to garner support as this moves forward. Stay
tuned!

Advocate Profile: Mike Conley
NBA star spreads the importance of honoring your heritage

Mike Conley, Memphis Grizzlies Point Guard,
has recently teamed up with Be The Match to
advocate the importance of a diverse bone
marrow registry and to encourage people of
African American decent to join the Be The
Match Registry® through a campaign called
Heritage Holds the Cure. Heritage Holds the
Cure celebrates the rich heritage of the Black
and African American community and aims to get more young people of diverse
backgrounds to sign up as potential life-saving matches.

Mike’s motivation for supporting the campaign comes from watching two of his own
cousin’s struggle with sickle cell disease. He said, “Because they’re family, I have
always tried to be there and help out the best I can.” This personal connection has
caused Mike to be passionate about using his influence to increase the diversity of
the registry.

Given the current makeup of the registry, Blacks and African Americans are least
likely to find a suitable match, which is why it is so important for African Americans
to join the registry. Mike says, “What makes the black community unique, is our
connection to each other. It runs deeper than bloodlines and redefines what if means
to be family.” Mike’s efforts also go toward debunking the myths about donating,
such as how it works, if donating is going to hurt, the associated costs, and how long
it takes. To view videos of Mike Conley’s advocacy efforts and learn more about the
campaign please visit HeritageHoldsTheCure.org. Find additional ways to become
an advocate and take action to save a life.

Have Questions?
We are available to answer questions and offer

support.
legislation@nmdp.org

Be The Match
Be part of our Facebook community and connect

with others supporting our mission.
facebook.com/BeTheMatch
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